EFRIEND S, . : 
: Hat do you m2an by theſe PraRtices ? or what do you expe& to bring to 
paſs by theſe your Undercakings and Proceedings ? Do you think thered 
to root out the Holy $2ed and Royal Off-ſpring. of God, waich he hat 
- raiſed and brought forth in theſe North parts of the World, to rule and 
eien (according to bis Promiſe made by the Mouths of his Prophets in Ages paſt) to 
which Nations mult bow and bend, and become ſubj2&t ; 1 tell you plainly and 
wly, that if this be your ExpeRtation ( Which your proceedings giveme cauſe to be- 
heve it is) you will certainly fail therein; And 'God will a(luredly fruſtrate theſe 
our Exp<Rations, and by this very way and means that you take to ſuppreſs and root 
} the People of God from having a bing amonglt you, even thereby you will pro- 
Sake the Lord to root you out, if you perhit therein :- WherEfore beware, leſt that 
hich you think (and expect)to bring upon the People of God, be by the Hand of 
Sod broveht” upon your ſelves. For (be it known unto you) the Lord God Almighty 
with his People of a truth, whom you have turned your Sword a 
1d what is done unto them, he certainly takes as done unto himſelf; and in as much 
Ms you 20 about to ſuppreſs his People, or to limit them in the exerciſe of their 
Conſciences towards God, you therein are found fighters againſt God, and thereby 
Ayou go about to ſtop and hinder the work of God ; which will be as hard for you to 
Þo,as.ic was for Sax! to kick againſt the pricks of the Witneſs of Godin his own Con- 
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* Hender Viſtations of Love the Lord hath ſent unto you in tim?s paſt(which you have 
le regarded hitherto, but goon exerciſing Cruelty towards the People of God ) 
Ind now at this time alſo I am moved (and it is upon my heart ) by the Spirit of 
he Lord, to lay theſe things befofe. you, and do t:11l you in plainneſs What the 
ord Will do and bring topals in deſpite of all that you can do who ſeek to oppoſe 
im: For, notwithſtanding the many Laws and Decrees which you have made or 
hallmake, yet the Work of the Lord which he hath certainly begun, that ſhall go 
bn abd increale, and the Truth muſt flouriſh and proſper, and fpread forth its ſelf, 
þndthe Kingdoms of the World mult become the Kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
* Chit, according to his Promiſe ; and they that will not bow unto his Throne and 
UGorernment, who is KING of Kings, (whoſe rightit is to rule inthe Conſciences 
of people, and to. bear the Government there, and to exerciſe them in matters of 
| Watſhip towards God ) but will ſeek to op and limit him and his Government 
Fithere, even ſuch muſt and ſhall bz broken by him, and bruiſed under by his eternal 
Power; rhe Lord hath ſaid and ſpoken it, and it muſt come to paſs, 
Wherefore Friends, be you once more warned that you meddle no more with the 
Caſciences of People, ſo as to go about to limit them in matten relating to the 
WYnice of God (for it's not the place of a Civil Magiſtrate to medde or have to do 
FE withthoſe things) but leave them free in thoſe things to do as they ge perſwaded in 
therown Conſciences by the Light of the Spirir of the Lord ; for ypu cannot give 
maccount unto God for them if they do amiſs, but they muſt all (ind ſo muſt you 
) ive an account unto God, every one for himſelf: And this is juſt and equal 
(in things of this nature) every one ſhould be left to the exerciſe of the Spirit of 
Lord in his own heart ; becauſe that Spiritual Worſhip conſiſteth in obedience 
the Spirit of God, and you your ſelves would not be willing to beprohibited from, 
rdenied of this Liberty ; bur (I dare ſay) you would look upon it to be a very great 
Ioprefſion_wa3to you, to be reſtrained (by any Civil Power or Goverment) from that, 
ay Spiuir and Power of God you were perſwaded in your Conſciences you 
Prcodo; and you could not but judge that thoſe (tvho ſhould go about to lay or 
\ pole (uch a Reftriftion upon you) did do unto you as they themſelves would nor be 
Geby;and ſo ye might wel conclude that it were unrighreouſneſs in them ſo to do : 


af found in you, 1 know you cannot but lay your hands upon your mouths and 
fe (s, Guilty. 
.JSletmy Counſel be (at this time ) received by you, and take my Advice (as 
Wn one that hath received the Counſel of the Lord, and ( in meaſure ) knows the 
id of the Lord by the revelation of his Spirit as touching this matter) that is this : 
ake your ſelves out of theſe cruel practices of perſecuting about Religion and 
orſhip, and lay aſide theſe cruel Impoſitions , which are and have been laid upon 
ie People of God, by reaſon whereof many (who are dear unto the Lord) have ſuf 
ed very greatly ; ſome the loſs of their Liberties, and ſome the lols of their Lives, 
dccaſioned through betng thruſt rogether in noiſom Holes and Priſons, and others 
re obnoxious to Exilement from their Wives and Children, and frem their Native 
ountry & deareſt Relations,and no evil at all juſtly charged againſtany of theſe, for 
Which theſe cruel Sufferings are inflicted upon them ; 'ris only for worſhipping God 
In Spi1it that theſe Sufferings are ſultained by them, that is the greiteſt Charge that 
aih been by you at all proved againſt them, and for theſe things ſakethe Lord's Con- 
troverhe 1s certainly great with you, and will you continue in theſe things through 
Wh1:h you have provoked the Lord co anger ? His Wrath will not be appeaſed t0- 
rards you, neither can your Governmeart be eſtabliſhed in ſafety, nor you cannot 
eltabliſh your ſelves in ſafety and ſecurity, for fear will ſurprize you ( while you 20 
on in theſe przCtices) becauſe of the guilr that is upon your Conſciences ; and al- 
though we cannot, neither do we defire to make outward oppoſition againlt you b 
Plotrings and InſurreCtions, &c. (Out of which things God Almighty hath redeemed 
us, and hath brought us into his Covenant of Peace, and unto hig Mountain of 
Holinets,where nothing hurts nor deftroyes) y2t we know that the Lord is with us. & 
'on our fide,and takes our part, will plead our Cauſe and ficht for us, and he is ſtronger 
than you all ; and his Power is above yours, and our truſt and confidence is in him 


$ To the | IN G | | nd borhaHoul. es of P arliamentt, 


(W ho have made Laws and Decrees;and cauſed them to be put in Execution, togf 
' prohibit People from having the Liberty of therr ( onſcences mn the Exerciſe ol 
ſhip of GOD) This is ſent as oA WARN INT from the .O 


er againſt;” 


ence :- Wherefore-conlider theſe things, and remember that many Warnings and. 


re if-you ſeriouſly 'confider Whether this Unrighteoutnet and Oppreſiion - 
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alone, and not in thearm of fleſh : andits in vain for you to ſtrive againſt him, or ts 
oppoſe or reſiſt him; for he will in thz end be too hardfor you, and will break you te 
pieces as a Pottets veſlzl of clay, except you rep2nr. 

And now Friends, there is but one only way by which you may or can poſſibly 
eſcape and prevent the dreadful Judgments of the Lord, or by which his Anger may 
be appeaſed which is kindled againft you, and that is this ; Ts humble your ſelves 
before the Lord, and to repent of the Evil of your Doings, and to looſe the Bands of Ini- 
quity, and to undo the heavy Burdens, and let the Oppreſſed go free, and turn the Sword 
againſt the Evil-doers, and ſuppreſs Vice and Profaneneſs, and do not tolerate Licentionſneſ 
and thiſe wicked Prattices pas Rioting, Drunkenneſs, Stage-playes, and the like) which 


day by day even greatly abounds in your Streets, . while the Servants of the Lord lie in not- 
ſome Holes and Priſons; And give L:berty of Con/cience unto the People of God to worſhip 
him (which is the main thing that I contend with you for ) that the Servants of the 
—Zire may re Liberty to labour for the reduting f People from thoſe aſore-mentioned, © 
, and 19 the deſtroying both of ſoul - 

* and body: And this is the way for you (if th:re be any) to purchaſe the good-will and 


and all other Vices, which tend to the deſtruttion of Tout 


favour of God,and to be eſtabliſhed in tafety and ſecurity in your Government ; and 
if any (who are ſelf-ſeekers and time-ſervers) ſhall (for ſelf-ends) counſel you other- 
-Wayes, ſuch (you ſhall know in the day cf the Lord) are evil Counſellors, and ought 
not to be received by you, but denied, bs 
And Friends, one thing more 1 would pteſent to your Conticeration, which hath 
been oft laid bzfore you in times paſt, and as oft forgotten by you, that is this ; What 
bath been the ground and original cauſe of all the late Overturnings which have been un ths 


Nation ? if ut be rightly wetghed and conſidered, will it not appear that Cruelty and Oppreſ- - 


ſion of mens Conſciences in matter; relating to the Service of God, was the main original 
Cauſe thereof ? I confeſs I cannot but marvel that you ſhould be ſo blinded ( with 
your preſent proſperity) that you cannot ſee and conſider theſe things, and labour to 
avoid that which was the cauſe of their overthrow and 1uine that a1e gone before 
you, but to 1un on ſo headlong and incon:iderate, as though you were hatining with 
deſire to bring the Wrath of God upon you : For mark Fiiends, when did any eſcape 
the hand of God in any Age or Generation , or where were any eltabliſhed in ſafety 
that took in hand this work of Oppretlion, and perſecuting the Seed of God and his 
People > Conſider from Pharaoh ( that great Oppreſlor ) unto this day, 2nd you will 


find that in all ayes, this work of Perſecuting and opptefſing the People of God, was 


the very Cauſe of the overthrow and ruine of the Perſecutors ; as for inſtance, the 
2rgat Perſecution and Cruelty that was exerciſed by the then Powers of the Nation in 
Queen Maries dayes ; what was the iſſue thereof 7 Was it not the very overthrow 
and rooting out of that Perſecuting Power, Religion, and Faith ? &c, And doth not 
their name ( who exerciſed that Cruelty ) remain as an ill ſavour unto all ſober Peo- 
ple ( truly fearing God ) unto this day ? And could they by all their Tyranny then 
exerciſed, root out or extinguiſh that Faith and Religion, that they then Rrook at ? 
Nay, they could not, though it was but ( as I may ſay ) the beginning of Reforwa« 
tion and coming out of the Apoſtahe ; but its tiue indeed, they Killed, Deſtroyed, 
and Mutthered mary, but bl:fied be the Lord thatdid not ſhake the reſt ſ0,as to make 
them fall, but rather eſtabliſh them. And certainly Frietnds, although you ſhould 
be permitted ( as thzy were ) rodeſtroy many of us by your Laws and Decrees made, 


or to be made, yet you cannot thereby deſtroy the Faith of others, neither can you - 


poſſibly accompliſh your defire, nor root out the holy Seed which is now ſprung and 
riſen, and muſt repleniſh Nations, and cauſe the Deſolate places to be inhabited, 
—_ indeed you may thereby root out and deſtroy your ſelves; which is {ad to con- 
ider, 

So Friends, much more-might be-ſaid-untoyon, and many ſound Reaſons and Are 
2uments might be produced to convince you, how unſafe it 18 for you to perſevere in 
this work of Perſecution and Cruelty, but I know you will ( many of you, if not moſt 
of you ) kick againſt it, and harden your hearts, and will not believe ; wherefore I 
have choſen rather to be as briefas I may, only todiſcharge my Conſcience to you in 
the fight of the Lord, that I may be clear of your blood, and ſo ſhall conclude even 
with a few words , telling you, that this work which you have begun,and put your hand 
unto,will be too hard for you; for when did ever any yet riſe up againſt the Lord and proſper ? 
Or do you think to prevail againſt the Ancient of Dayes, although your Predeceflors 
could not? O nay, it cannot be. But then you will ſay, that it is not the Work of 
God that you oppoſe, but Hereſie and Sedition, &c. I anſwer , So ſaid your Prede- 
ceſlors,the Perſecutors in all Generations, when they ſlew the Prophets, and crucified 
the Son of God, and perſecuted the Apoſtles ; they charged them with Blaſphemy 
and Sedition, and Twrners of the World upſide down, and ſaid, the Earth was not able te 
bear them, &c, Yet that would not be a ſufficient excuſe for them in the day when 
God took Vengeance, neither will it be a ſufficient excuſe for you in the day when 
you mult ( all without reſped of perſons) give an account unto God for all your deecs 
done in the body : Wherefore beware leſt that come upon you, which was ſpoken by 
the Prophet of old, ſaying, Behold ye Deſpiſers, and wonder, and periſh, for 1 work, a 
Work in your dayes, a Work, which you can in no wiſe believe, though a man declare it un» 
ro Yor, 

I am a Friend to the whole Creation of God, and 
have the mind of the Spirit of the Lord, 
who wills not the Death or Deſiratlion of 


any, but rather that «ll ſFunld return 


aud live, 
; "& 


Written at Kingftone 
upon Thames the 
gth of the gth 

Month, 1664. 
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